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32 Middle Tones (2019) 
by JORDAN DYKSTRA 

INSTRUMENTATION 
violin (1) 
viola (1) 
violoncello (1) 
percussion (2) 

Percussion list (1 item per player) — action 
stone sheet with sandpaper or stone — rub slowly to create a noisy drone 
bass drum (or any low-pitched drum) with soft mallets — soft low roll 
bowl of leaves — softly rustle with hands 
aluminum foil — softly rustle with hands 
cymbal with soft mallets — soft low roll 
pair of smooth stones — rub slowly other to create a noisy drone 
singing bowl with bow — bow slowly to add a subtle tone to the chord 
harmonica or pitch pipe (in unison, or close) — blow with long alternating breaths 
plastic bag — softly rustle with hands 

PROGRAM NOTES 
General description: While the rest of the ensemble creates a repeating intervallic/textural harmonic form, the cellist slides 32 times 
into the middle of their chord. 

Dynamics: On the softer side, balanced throughout. 

Percussion: Sustain your sonic material as much as possible. Players coordinate alternated breathing (harmonica) and bow changes 
(singing bowl) to avoid any break in the sustained sound texture. 

Violin, viola, and 2 percussion: Both the entrances and exits of the 32 chords are played gently and coalesce as one sound. 

Cello: At your discretion: enter ad libitum sometime during the 45” before each rehearsal mark and quietly use your voice to softly 
hum slightly below or above the sounding pitch of the cello, allowing microtonal beating patterns to shimmer. The voice should be 
added sparingly and very quietly (nearing non-perceptual, at times). These sections are notated with a “*”. 

Stage layout: 

 

cello 

violin      viola 

     (stage)       

percussion 1 percussion 2
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