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32 Middle Tones (solo) (2019) 
by JORDAN DYKSTRA 

INSTRUMENTATION 
solo performer (capable of sustain) 
electronic playback 

PROGRAM NOTES 
General description: In the solo version of 32 Middle Tones, the ensemble (string trio and 2 percussion) has 
been recorded but the cellist — the original performer of the “middle tones” — has been removed, giving the 
soloist 32 harmonic spaces in which to sustain their added tone (perhaps even microtone) during the given 
durations.  

The upper and lower voices have been provided to guide the solo performer. The percussion sounds are 
included in the playback but have not been included in the score. 

Dynamics: On the softer side, balanced throughout. The playback should neither overpower nor feel distant to 
the listener. 

Regarding the voice: At your discretion enter ad libitum sometime during the 45” before each rehearsal mark 
and quietly use your voice to softly hum slightly below or above the sounding pitch of your instrument, allowing 
microtonal beating patterns to shimmer. The voice should be added sparingly and very quietly (nearing non-
perceptual, at times). These sections are notated with a “*”. 

In addition to the electronic playback, a Processing timer sketch should also be obtained from the composer via 
jordandykstra@gmail.com.

mailto:jordandykstra@gmail.com


°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

32 Middle Tones

On the softer side, balanced througout
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